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"A classic coming-of-age story boasting plenty of original twists and evocative 
moments, this novel delivers a powerful message with grace and subtlety. Chute has 
a firm grasp of nuance in language, emotional complexity, and the swirling eddies of 
energy in conversation. The deep exploration of childhood is compelling in a way that 
many authors fail to capture. The themes of innocence, loss, love, and the insight of 
age are complicated subjects that Chute deftly dissects, making The Metric Clock a 
worthwhile and inspiring endeavor."  Self-Publishing Review ★★★★ 
 
"Middle grade readers will find The Metric Clock a compelling story with a strong 
message about friendships, courage, and embracing life." D. Donovan, Senior 
Reviewer, Midwest Book Review 
 
"This book explores trying times, the aches and pains of growing up and fitting in, the 
ability to learn and understand others who you feel may have disappointed you--only 
to learn that they have actually battled and struggled through their own life and have 
their own secrets they wish not to reveal." Amy Lignor, Feathered Quill 
 
"When I finished reading, I kept thinking, "this needs to be required reading in 
schools." If you love coming-of-age books, you'll love The Metric Clock. If you're in 
search of the next Gary Paulson, read The Metric Clock. Highly recommend!" N.N. 
Light’s Book Heaven ★★★★★ 
 

Charles is an adventurous 
child in 1946 after the War 
ended and life was changing 
around him. The precocious 
boy, a nine-year old hellion as 
the neighbors describe him, 
experiences a life of wonder 
and adventure with his gang 
and sweetheart Mary Anne 
next door.  On a trip to a Nova 
Scotia backcountry farm with 
his father he faces a perilous 
life-threatening journey which 
forever changes his life as he 
comes to age. 


